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Theartseducation associationsbelievethat (1) all studentsat every level, early childhood through high
school, should be provided with abalanced, comprehensive, and sequential program of instructionin art,
music, theatre, and dance in their schools, (2) these programs should be taught by qualified art, music,
theatre, and dance teachers, and (3) art, music, theatre, and dance should be an integral part of the basic
education of all students.

The associations are concerned about the practice in some schools of reducing the time devoted to
instruction in the arts on the grounds that arts instruction is being "integrated” into instruction in other
disciplines. The arts can provide powerful means to enhance other instructional activities and should be
so utilized when appropriate. However, this type of instruction should be considered supplementary to
content-based instruction in the arts. It cannot substitute for a discrete program of instruction in each of
the individua arts because it cannot teach the skills and knowledge comprising each of the arts in a
comprehensive and sequential manner.

Similarly, the associations are concerned about the practice in some schools of seeking to teach al of
theartsinasingle"integrated” course. Such acoursemay bevalid and useful when well designed and well
taught, but frequently, such courses consists merely of a succession of mini-courses in the various
individua arts, oftentaught by separateteachers, withlittle or no coordination or synthesis. Againthistype
of course cannot substitute for adiscrete program of high quality instruction in each of theindividual arts.

The arts education associations believe that, when appropriate, instruction in the arts may be used to
facilitate and enrich the teaching of other subject matter. The arts must maintain their integrity in the
curriculum and betaught for their own sakeaswell, rather than serving exclusively asaidesto instruction
in other disciplines. The use of the arts as an instrument for the teaching of nonartistic content should in
noway diminishthetime or effort devoted to theteaching of each of theartsasdistinct academic disciplines
in their own right.



